A Message from the Sea. ..




ola de Mis a Tievia, 1% Warct 1701

9, the undersiqued Hevander Selloink, Scottish sailor and ecretary of the governon of the Tola de
Mds a Tiena Wtr Robinson (rusoe, wot bunouing & 7 witl be able to neturn to my homeland and divulge
these noles cn penson, entrudt these wonds to the dea. do that they may be led to come enliglitened méind and

What 7 will neport in ths letten co the dialogue - which 9 lave witnessed - between M (racoe,
whiom 9 accompanied on his second tiips to his nemote iland together with the native Frniday. and Vi
Lemuel Galliver who, after bis last voyage by sea, was shipuecked thene with his naft on his way back to

stwuggling for loans againdt the nushing wind and violence of the dea. in tunn Stared the otony of the

"D tiied to adapt to the wew situations 7 encountered, but without success. 7 believe that the canse
of my fadlune io the veny structune of these bizamne societies: the Lilliputians, however genenons, have a
warmongening disposition and ane deaply disidled intewmatly by batred and pettiness. on did things go
physceal defects in an exasperated way, and have even treated me ae an object of amasement. Then in the
ity of Laputa, 7 saw scientiots conducting completely senseless studics and oppress other uearby
populations. The commaunity in which 9 fit best, and the only one 7 would lave lilied to have otayed in. o
o me, laman beinge in appearance but agly in body and in the spinct. But the horses wene afraid that 7
could become a despicallle being just litie Yatioo, do when 7 adked to be admitted among them. they banued

me.

Robinson, who had nemained silent while listening To thede journeys, wndendtood that the man in
ot of lim lad led them exclusively with the acm of finding a utopian world and not out of thinet for
conguedt, as bic had doue. Fe neflected on how Gulliver's frustration lay frecisely in the fact that ke had
wot behaved as a coloncsen like lim. “Friend - le sacd - you ohould have civilized the people you met,
indtead of trying to wundendtand them and being subjugated by them. With God's lhelps, even in this place on
the edge of the world, 7 otill managed to organize a frimitive empine and become master of the cdland! "

You sec - continued Robindon - with your attitude you lave destroyed the perception and esteem
of youncelf, while 7. since 7 liave came to this place, lhave thoroughly exploned it and begun to exploct this
all your travels. 7 made a virtue of wecessity and in any cade 7 evaded other people who could have
destroyed the harmony 7 was alble to create. So. despite my isolation, 7 must admit that my lfe on this
land was wot so bad, "



“You liave only had luck - replied Gulliver - and you lhave also found a meck compavnion whoe las
bowed to your domincon, nenouncing his natune to derve you and become “civdl” libe you. But what o
culization for youl The need to have someone submissive 2o be ablle to feel master of the world? What will
you do & we can get back to England? Will you boast of this conguest of youns? Will you sliow it as
evidence that nothing co impossible for a man of facth, even dunviving on a desent ioland infested with
cannibale? e you rneally convinced that you can win any challenge? "

“We are too diffenent fricnd - concluded Robinson - Due to the ceolation fnom the hipureck 7
tave nediscovened my facth and this helped me to anderstand that by combining the will with the disecplined
application of intelligence. technology and brute force, anything co possible. Your aluways trying to
wndenstand the foint of view of othens, however, Cf has eventually made you méisantlnopic and frustrated.
You are too enitical of society and luman beinge, and abiove all too critical of younsely: uot only liave you
ot conguened anything. but you have been subijugated and taken hostage. The mistake io accepling other
caltanes, changing oun way of being to get cloden To those who are a thousand mdiles anay from us." Fe
ginally eaid glancing at Friday who was freparing an unlibely fiok and fruct soup.

"9 thave learned uothing from my tavels - Gulliver retorted - except the amareness that the
sociely iu which 7 lived before, youn do-called civilized world, which 7 ean mivored in the extravagant
sincencty. So do uot mistake my carcodity towands other cultunes for weakuess and accept my fropodal to
Ty, lhene and ouce back home, to change. We, who in addition to neason are alde alble to expencence feelings
and fasscions companed to honses, have a greater potential and we mudt ase i to improve, nather than to
exploct othene to our advantage and diseriminale againdt them. "

Nt Robinson, struck by these wonds, remained silent for a long time, malling over concefpts such
a¢ identity and cthuic judgment, which many times lad entened lhis mind but which ke had fretended wot to
wolice. Fe saw in frout of liim lis fath ints which he had tansformed the place and the other he lhad met.
forcing them to nesemblle him, and in a moment lic undenstood lis guilt and hypocnisy. He aldo thought
about liow thinge conld have gone & he had instead made himoel) available to the new cultunes lhe met,
putting himeelf at thecn dervice and opening ap To confrontation and, even without ever denying his origins,

T a moved tone the anged his new companion to regain strength: together they would return to

Eugland to spread the essence of theern experience of the jowmey, which co that of re-binth in a different
forn, geven by contact with eldewhere and by ' meeting with the other, thue imagining te lay the

foundations for a docicty that io finally tolerant and integrated.
Aevanden Sellink



